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WILLETTON SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL 
Grievance 

DR M.D. NAHAN (Riverton — Leader of the Opposition) [9.05 am]: I would like to talk about the funding 
cuts to Willetton Senior High School. The previous government made a major commitment to the refurbishment 
of Willetton Senior High School. I will first provide a little background on this school. Willetton Senior High 
School now has 2 300 students and is one of our largest schools. It is one of our most excellent schools in terms 
of academic achievement and diversity. It is one of the few schools in our state to have two gifted and talented 
programs—in science and maths—and also specialist programs in information technology and basketball. Without 
doubt, it is one of our most important schools. It is also a school that highlights the importance of investing in 
large schools, which has led to the revitalisation of public education in our state. The school was largely built in 
the mid-1970s to an archaic and poor design, such as having flat roofs, and with poor construction. Back in the 
80s it was just an ordinary, middle-rank school, but its principals, parents, teachers and others transformed the 
school from a mid-ranking school to a leading school over a 20 to 25-year period. Interestingly, they did that by 
doing three things. I will not mention the principal at the time, but he was tremendous. Willetton Senior High 
School was in the shadow of Rossmoyne Senior High School, which at that time was a leading school. Therefore, 
a large number of people moved to the area—a lot of them public servants, but also new migrants—because they 
were educationally aspirational. Rossmoyne was full. They lived on the edge of it and tried to get in, but they were 
in the Willetton catchment. They did some simple things to improve Willetton Senior High School. First, they 
required the students to wear a uniform. That was a big change. They decided to have the students mention teachers 
by their surname rather than their first name, which went against the trend at the time. The third and most important 
thing they did was to emphasise STEM—science, technology, engineering and mathematics. It took a while, but 
now Willetton has developed into a large and successful school with large queues to get in. In fact, the demand to 
get into Willetton Senior High School is the reason that over the last 15 years Willetton has had the highest average 
rate of house price increases in the metropolitan area of Perth. All those things culminated in this. 

Schools such as Willetton, Churchlands, Rossmoyne, Applecross and Mt Lawley are the major reason there has 
been an increase in market share by public sector education over the last three or four years. Our government 
invested heavily in all those schools. One thing we invested in was the rebuild of Willetton Senior High School. 
We also moved year 7 students into high school, which had a huge impact on Willetton. The year 7 class at 
Willetton numbers 400 kids and is expected to be 450 next year—huge. At that time, the school had 
26 demountables, half of which were over 20 years old. I will quote the now education minister, Hon Sue Ellery — 

There is no question that Willetton Senior High School had had demountables for far too long and there 
was certainly a need for major investment in Willetton, and I take nothing away from that investment. 

In fact, Hon Sue Ellery has attended every debate on that subject that I can imagine. She was the local MLC 
responsible for that school. 

Our government finished two stages of the rebuild of Willetton Senior High School and the third stage costing 
$11.7 million was in the budget. The first two stages cost $43 million, excluding the year 7s program, which was 
separate. This government cut the $11.7 million from the budget in the forward estimates. The school decided to 
rebuild and thought that it had an agreement with both sides of Parliament to complete the rebuild. The last stage 
of the rebuild is 24 classrooms, but that has now been cancelled. The school has new teaching blocks, new research 
labs and a beautiful information technology lab, but the classrooms are demountables and many, as I said, are 
probably now pushing 30 years old. There was a breach. It is not that the government cut the education expenditure 
budget; in fact, the allocation of capital to public schools increases this year and over the forward estimates. Rather, 
the government took this money away from one of our biggest schools and reallocated it to its election 
commitments. Willetton high school, by the way, not only serves my electorate, but also teaches 900 kids from 
outside the school’s catchment, which is largely in my electorate, particularly including Southern River and 
Gosnells — 

Mr T.J. Healy: That’s where I did my teaching. 

Dr M.D. NAHAN: That is right. Southern River College is improving after having had some troubles. The member 
for Southern River was a teacher there. Willetton has 17 classes in physics in years 11 and 12. A young person in 
Southern River whose educational aspirations involve science, technology, engineering and mathematics might 
struggle to get an adequate education at some of those colleges. They can get into the gifted and talented program 
at Willetton in particular, but there are others. I am not saying that there is anything wrong with that, but this school 
has provided a pathway for low to medium–income people who are aspirational, particularly in science and 
mathematics. The government has pulled the funding and reallocated it elsewhere. The government can do that, 
and I am sure that it will not change that, but if it wants students at Willetton to show an interest in STEM subjects, 
it should continue to complete the rebuild, particularly since it relates to student accommodation and particularly 
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since the Minister for Education, when she was in opposition, and, indeed, successive Labor candidates all said 
that Labor would complete the rebuild of Willetton Senior High School. 

MR B.S. WYATT (Victoria Park — Treasurer) [9.12 am]: I thank the Leader of the Opposition for his 
grievance. I am responding on behalf of the Minister for Education so I will read in the information that I have, 
but I start by saying that I agree with the Leader of the Opposition’s comments about the outstanding performance 
of staff and students at Willetton Senior High School. It is outside my immediate area but, of course, we all know 
about Willetton and a range of other schools. 
The equity adjustment was modelled on a principle that was developed by the former government in the 
2014–15 budget when the then Treasurer and now Leader of the Opposition redirected some $45 million from 
primary to secondary schools over five years. Because big schools have lots of students, they attract more funding, 
which gives them increased flexibility in the way they manage their operations. This means that they can offer 
more subjects, options and pastoral support for students when compared with smaller schools, as indicated by the 
Leader of the Opposition. Parents like this, and when they can, they opt to send their children to these schools. 

Point of Order 
Dr M.D. NAHAN: Grievances are made about a specific issue. The Treasurer is talking about reallocating 
student-centred funding, but I did not mention that. The issue that I solely focused on was the capital allocation for 
the third phase of Willetton, not the student-centred funding model. That is a different issue and I did not raise it. 
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr I.C. Blayney): There is no point of order — 
Mr B.S. WYATT: There is no point of order because the Leader of the Opposition does not like to reflect on his 
own record in this place. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Treasurer! I had not finished talking, so if I may just finish what I was about to say, 
which was that there is no point of order because the minister will answer the grievance in the way he sees fit. 

Grievance Resumed 
Mr B.S. WYATT: Very good, Mr Acting Speaker. 
As the Leader of the Opposition indicated, he does not like his own record in this place. Without reflecting on the 
cuts that the Leader of the Opposition made to our primary schools, I will come back to the issue. 
These schools continue to get bigger and, as they do, their advantage gets larger, of course. Economies of scale 
are evident as student numbers increase, which means that larger schools have significant amounts of discretionary 
funding after they have met the minimum operating costs for the school. Discretionary funding can be used for 
a range of different things—for example, to provide more support for pastoral care services. Some of the 
larger schools have significant discretionary funding so they can do their own capital works programs, and 
Willetton Senior High School is such a school. Its success over a sustained period makes it a popular choice for 
parents. The Leader of the Opposition has already reflected on the impact on property prices locally. On the other 
side of the coin, smaller senior high schools have less flexibility and therefore have fewer subjects and courses 
and a reduced capacity to provide pastoral support for students. Professor Richard Teese from The University of 
Melbourne said in a 2012 report that aspirant families bypass these schools—we have all heard stories of people 
leaving areas to move to the catchment of these larger schools— and so these schools get smaller and thus a cycle 
is created in which the most disadvantaged students attend the most disadvantaged schools. The size advantage 
has been compounded with the move of year 7 students to secondary school and the growth in the size of a number 
of high-profile secondary schools. 
Although a number of options to address the issue of equity for all secondary schools have been put forward in 
previous years, none has been implemented. Governments have known about this issue. Indeed, the Leader of the 
Opposition made an equity adjustment in the 2014 budget that transferred money away from primary schools. In 
2018, an initial adjustment will be made to the student-centred funding model in advance of a comprehensive 
review of the model in the first half of 2018. Ahead of this review, an interim change will see a more equitable 
sharing of funding going to smaller senior high schools and less funding going to larger senior high schools. This 
reflects the report by Professor Teese, which highlighted advantages to larger schools and disadvantages to smaller 
schools. In setting the per student allocations for 2018, the Department of Education has performed extensive 
analysis to ensure that each school has sufficient funding to cover general operating costs. For large secondary 
schools—those with enrolments of more than 1 200—the per student funding in 2018 will be reduced by $1 145 for 
each student above 1 200 students. The per student allocations for 2018 will be as follows. For students in 
years 7 to 10 in a school with fewer than 1 200 enrolments, the per student allocation will be $9 016, while for 
those schools with more than 1 200 students, it will be $7 871, which is a reduction of $1 145. For students in 
years 11 and 12 in a school with fewer than 1 200 enrolments, the per student allocation will be $9 693, while for 
those schools with more than 1 200 students, it will be $8 548, which is also a reduction of $1 145. This will allow 
the reinvestment of funding into some 37 smaller senior high schools. Schools with fewer than 500 students will 
get an additional flat rate of $288 500 and those with between 500 and 900 students will get an additional amount 
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up to $288 500 depending on their size. All schools receive a per student allocation for each student enrolled at 
the February student census, so naturally the total per student funding increases as enrolments increase. Once an 
enrolment threshold is met, the reduced per student allocation will continue to provide additional funding to large 
schools but at a slower rate of growth. That is the key point. 

The following recurrent funding has been provided to Willetton Senior High School’s budget over the last few 
years. In 2015, the school received $22 542 165 and the number of students was 2 226. In 2016, the school received 
$23 225 904 and the number of first semester students was 2 256. That is a three per cent increase in funding on 
the 2015 amount for a 1.3 per cent increase in the number of students. In 2017, Willetton received $24 283 959 and 
the number of students in the first semester student census was 2 283, which is a 4.6 per cent increase in funding 
on the 2016 amount for a 1.2 per cent increase in the number of students. I think members can see where I am 
going. Of course, student characteristics, such as Aboriginality, English as an additional language, social 
disadvantage and disability—not just student numbers—also factor into the amount of funding provided. 
Willetton Senior High School has received more funding per student under the student-centred funding model than 
in the previous 2014 resourcing model. 

Under the previous model, Willetton Senior High School would have been about $1 million worse off in 2015. Of 
course, no school likes to have its budget reduced. However, Willetton Senior High School is a highly effective 
school with very capable leadership and management. As the Leader of the Opposition has highlighted, it has done 
very well in getting to where it is and no doubt will continue to do so. In respect of capital works, a significant 
capital upgrade program has been underway at Willetton Senior High School since 2013, costing an estimated 
$53.3 million. I will not go through the details of where that has been spent, we are all fairly familiar with it in this 
place, but further works are continuing and enrolments are projected to increase to 2 696 by 2020. Future works 
will include an additional learning block comprising 24 classrooms, a library and an administration block. 
The Department of Education will continue to monitor enrolments and consider these works for future capital 
works programs. 

No-one doubts the work of Willetton Senior High School, the staff and students over a long period. I understand 
they do not like this equity adjustment, but it is important to provide support to smaller high schools. When I look 
around and see schools such as Kent Street Senior High School in my electorate, the member for South Perth, in 
Como, would have loved the sort of support that the former Treasurer gave to schools in his own electorate. 
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